
Chief Executive Officer

Position Specification
2024



01
Background & Context



3

The Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation (TRMF) is a public 

non-profit organization that was formed in 1986 by a multi-million 

dollar gift from Harold Schafer and his family. Today, the 

organization has 90+ full time employees, 300+ 

seasonal employees, and 700+ annual volunteers with revenues 

of over $20 million annually and a $100 million balance sheet. 

The foundation operates lodging, retail, food and beverage, 

entertainment, and activities across the town of Medora. Learn 

more about the beauty and offerings of Medora and the 

Foundation here.

In 1958, TRMF began running an annual musical, known around 

the world as the Medora Musical, which is enjoyed by over 

110,000 people every summer. The musical, along with the many 

activities and opportunities to visit the Badlands and Theodore 

Roosevelt National Park via Medora, brings families from all over 

the country, particularly the Midwest, year after year for an annual 

visit.

The vision of TRMF is to connect people to historic Medora for 

positive, life-changing experiences. The foundation works to 

preserve the experience of the Badlands, the historic character of 

Medora, and the values and heritage of Theodore Roosevelt and 

Harold Schafer; present opportunities for guests to be educated 

and inspired through interpretive programs, museums, and 

attractions that focus on the Old West, our patriotic heritage, and 

the life of Theodore Roosevelt in the Badlands; and serve the 

traveling public, providing for their comfort while visiting historic 

Medora, the Badlands, and Theodore Roosevelt National Park.

The future is bright for TRMF and historic Medora as it prepares 

for a chapter of historic growth. Near-term projects include the 

construction of an Event/Wedding Barn and cabins, near Bully 

Pulpit Golf Course, enhancements to the new rodeo grounds, and 

the development of a new lodging property in anticipation of the 

Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library opening in 2026.

About Theodore Roosevelt 

Medora Foundation

https://youtu.be/7Y-4sh6yI7k
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Medora, North Dakota, is a unique and authentic western city 
situated between Theodore Roosevelt National Park and 

Little Missouri National Grassland. It is situated in the North 

Dakota Badlands and is home to much of the heritage of 

Theodore Roosevelt's legacy because of the impression that 

the region left on him during his visits. Medoraôs official 
population is just over 140. Each summer, that population 

more than quadruples as a workforce of over 350 seasonal 

employees and over 700 volunteers arrive to serve the 

traveling public. The Theodore Roosevelt Medora 

Foundation operates history, education and entertainment 
businesses in Medora and is committed to preserving the 

heritage of this special place.

Video about Medora

Additional Information on Medora

Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library
The Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library is 

being built in Medora, North Dakota, and is expected 

to open on July 4, 2026, the 250th anniversary of 

America. This will be a library and museum truly like 

no other. Designed by the international architectural 
firm Snøhetta, the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential 

Library will be the only carbon-neutral presidential 

library and will function in harmony with the unique 

ecology that surrounds it, being a model of self-

sufficiency.

https://youtu.be/vyf1NFTNWko?si=02ydNnoaPQ0dYxI0


5

Lodging
Å Rough Riders Hotel ï Medora's Western-themed, luxury-style hotel 

with 70+ rooms and one of the largest private library of books on, 

and by, Theodore Roosevelt

Å The Badlands Motel ï Drive-up style motel with modern amenities 

and 114 units
Å Elkhorn Quarters ï Family-friendly lodging built in 2018 with 341 total 

rooms (some used by staff throughout the season)

Å Hyde House ï Downtown Medora furnished 1883 home managed by 

the Rough Riders Hotel

Å The Medora Campground ï 225 campsites, including everything 
from primitive camping to full 50-amp hook-ups, rustic tents, cabins 

and even covered wagons, nestled along the Missouri River

Å Wooly Boys Inn ï Two rentable family-friendly suites managed by the 

Rough Riders Hotel

TRMF's Key Operations:

The Medora Musical  and the Burning Hills Amphitheater

Since 1965, the Medora Musical has been produced every summer in 

Medora at the open-air Burning Hills Amphitheater and draws over 
110,000 visitors annually. The musical is an ode to the "Wild West" 

days of the region and always includes references to Theodore 

Roosevelt. The musical is a well-known tourism driver across the 

region and is synonymous with the arts and culture of North Dakota. 

The 2,800-seat amphitheater is owned and maintained by the 
Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation.


